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Date of Hearing:  August 19, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 

SB 344 (Hertzberg) – As Amended May 25, 2021 

Policy Committee: Housing and Community Development    Vote: 8 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), subject to an 

appropriation in the annual budget act, to establish and administer a grant program to award 

funds to qualified homeless shelters to provide shelter, food and basic veterinary services for pets 

owned by people experiencing homelessness. The bill authorizes HCD to use up to 5% of funds 

appropriated to cover its costs to administer the program. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

HCD estimates annual costs of $691,000 (General Fund) to implement, administer, and monitor 

grant awards through the Pet Assistance and Support (PAS) program.   

 

The 2021-22 budget includes $10 million for the PAS program. This bill authorizes HCD to use 

up to 5% of the funds appropriated to the program for its administrative purposes. This amount, 

$500,000, falls short of the $691,000 estimates it needs to implement the program. 

 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. This bill seeks to codify the PAS program, thereby making the program permanent.  

According to the author: 

[This bill] builds on the success of 2019’s Pet Assistance and Support 

(PAS) Program, which awards grants to shelters serving the needs of both 

individuals experiencing homelessness and their animal companions. By 

requiring HCD to provide further support for the PAS Program, we provide 

for individuals who otherwise would not receive essential services such as 

medical and living assistance, which are all the more important in the midst 

of this deadly pandemic. 

2) Background. The nonprofit Pets of the Homeless estimates 5% to 10% of the 3.5 million 

Americans experiencing homelessness have dogs or cats.  The majority of homeless shelters, 

motels and other assisted housing programs do not allow individuals to keep pets that do not 

qualify as services animals.  As a result, many homeless individuals refuse housing and 

services if a condition of assistance requires the abandonment of their pets.  

The 2019 budget agreement (SB 109, Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, Chapter 363, 

Statutes of 2019) allocated $5 million to HCD for grants to provide shelter, food and basic 
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veterinarian services for the pets of individuals in homeless shelters. The Pet Assistance and 

Support Program (PAS) provides grants to cities, counties and nonprofit corporations with a 

primary mission to shelter individuals experiencing homelessness and meeting the definition 

of “qualified shelter,” meaning they have rules of conduct and responsibility, provide crates 

or kenneling, provide food to both homeless individuals and their and pets, and offer 

veterinarian services. 

 

HCD issued a notice of funding availability (NOFA) for PAS in December 2019.  PAS grants 

were available to cities, counties, and nonprofit corporations with a primary mission to 

shelter individuals experiencing homelessness and meeting the definition of “qualified 

shelter.” HCD received 49 applications for PAS grants, totaling $9 million. All funding was 

awarded to 28 shelters in April 2020; grants were set at $100,000 to $200,000, depending on 

the applicant’s operating budget and funding gap.  All grant funds must be spent by 

December 30, 2022.   

 

As noted above, PAS program grants in 2019-20 were funded through a one-time 

appropriation of $5 million.  HCD indicates demand for the initial grant funding was nearly 

double the amount of available resources, so HCD could only make 28 grant awards out of 

49 applications requesting approximately $9 million in funding.  The 2021-22 budget 

includes $10 million for the PAS program.  

3) Prior Legislation. SB 258 (Hertzberg), of the 2019-20 Legislative Session, was substantially 

similar to this bill. SB 258 was held on this committee’s Suspense File.  
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