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Bill Summary:  AB 1535 extends the operation of the California Veterinary Medical 
Board from January 1, 2022 to 2026 and makes other changes to the Veterinary 
Practice Act recommended during the joint sunset review of the Board. 

Fiscal Impact:  Ongoing annual costs of approximately $6.91 million (Veterinary 
Medical Board Contingent Fund) and 30.8 positions to support the continued operation 
of the Veterinary Medical Board’s licensing and enforcement activities. 
 
The Veterinary Medical Board notes: 

 Unknown decrease in revenue as a result of the elimination of the examination and 
discontinuation of the temporary license applications. The Board estimates revenue 
loss from the elimination of the examination would be approximately $192,000. The 
Board anticipates revenue loss from the discontinuation of temporary licenses to be 
offset by individuals applying for a full reciprocity license. 

 Unknown increase in revenue from additional permit and renewal fees. The Board 
estimates a revenue increase of approximately $205,000 from the new initial permit 
fee and increased renewal fee. 

 Savings of approximately $63,000 due to the elimination of specified Board 
contracts, which may be redirected to other areas as needed.      

 
The Office of Information Services (OIS) anticipates information technology costs of 
approximately $22,500 to create a new initial transaction, update existing transactions 
to allow manual override, remove the California state board examination, add new 
enforcement codes, and retire temporary license types. OIS costs may be absorbed by 
redirection of existing maintenance resources.  

Background:  The Veterinary Medical Board is responsible for the licensure and 
regulation of veterinarians, registered veterinary technicians, premises registration, and 
administers the veterinary assistant controlled substance permit program. The 
veterinary medical profession provides health care to livestock, poultry, and pets from 
birds, fish, rabbits, hamsters, and snakes to dogs, cats, goats, pigs, horses, and llamas. 
Currently there are 36 recognized specialties in veterinary medicine such as surgery, 
internal medicine, pathology, and ophthalmology. To practice veterinary medicine in 
California, an applicant must graduate from a degree program offered by an accredited 
postsecondary institution or institutions approved by the Board, pass a national 
veterinarian examination, and pass an examination provided by the Board to test the 
knowledge of the laws and regulations related to the practice of veterinary medicine in 
California. 
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The Senate Business and Professions Committee and the Assembly Business and 
Professions Committee conducted several oversight hearings in November 2020 and 
March/April 2021. This bill is one of a number of sunset bills intended to implement 
legislative changes as recommended by staff of the Committees and which are reflected 
in the Background Papers prepared by Committee staff for each agency and program 
reviewed this year. According to the Author, this bill is necessary to make changes to 
the Board’s operations in order to improve oversight over the practice of veterinary 
medicine. Recommendations were made by Committee staff regarding the particular 
issue areas which needed to be addressed. 

Proposed Law:    

 Deletes the requirement that an applicant for registration as a registered veterinary 
technician take and pass a California-specific examination, and deletes the fee for 
an examination, as specified. 

 Revises and recasts the requirements for an individual to obtain a license to practice 
veterinary medicine, as specified. 

 States that if an applicant fails to complete their application within one year after it 
has been filed, the application is considered abandoned and the fee forfeited, and an 
application submitted subsequent to the abandonment of the former application is 
treated as a new application, and any applicant is required to notify the Board of any 
changes in mailing or employment address that occur after filing the application. 

 Eliminates the requirement that a veterinarian complete a California state board 
examination, and makes conforming changes to provisions related to out-of-state, 
temporary, and university licenses. 

 Revises the definition of premises to include the location of operation where 
veterinary medicine, veterinary dentistry, veterinary surgery, and the various 
branches thereof is being practiced. 

 Revises the application requirements for the owner and operator of a veterinary 
premise to requires the owners or operators of a veterinary premise to submit a 
premises registration application to the board, and requires the application to set 
forth the name of each owner or operator, including the type of corporate entity that 
is owning or operating the premise, if applicable. 

 Specifies that if the owner or operator submitting a premises registration application 
is a veterinary corporation, the application must set forth the titles of each officer 
director, or shareholder. 

 Specifies that if the owner or operator is a corporation or other artificial legal entity 
other than a veterinary corporation, the application shall set forth the names and 
titles of all owners, officers, general partners, if any, and the agent for service of 
process. 
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 States that premises registration is non--transferrable, and that any changes in 
owners, operators, officers, directors, shareholders, general partners, agent for 
service of process to be reported to the Board within 30 days after any such change. 

 Increases the fee for a premises application from $400 to $500 and increase the 
renewal to $525. 

 Revises and recasts the Board’s authority to deny, suspend, or revoke the 
registration of a veterinary premises if any of the additional following occurs: the 
premises registration holder is not licensed and has practiced, influenced, or 
extended, or exerted control over the provision of veterinary medicine, veterinary 
dentistry, veterinary surgery, and the branches thereof by the premises registration 
holder. 

 Prohibits the Board from renewing a premises registration if there is no licensee 
manager associated with the premises. 

 Authorizes the Board to deny, suspend, or revoke, registration of the veterinary 
premises for unlicensed practice of veterinary medicine, veterinary dentistry or 
veterinary surgery by the premises registration holder. 

 Prohibits a premises registration holder who is not a licensed veterinarian from 
interfering with, control, or otherwise direct the professional judgement of any 
California licensed veterinarian or registered veterinary technician, and specifies that 
the VMB may require information related to employment contracts between the 
premises registration holder, and a California--licensed veterinarian or registered 
veterinary technician, as deemed necessary by the Board. 

 Authorizes the registered veterinary technician president to suspend any diversion 
evaluation committee member pending an investigation into allegations of existing 
alcohol or drug additional, and after the investigation there is evidence of an alcohol 
or drug addiction relapse, the Board president has authorized discretion to remove 
the member without input from the Board. 

 Revises the fees required for participation in the diversion program, as specified. 

 Clarifies the process and timeline for contesting citations issued by the Board, as 
follows: 

o Allows a cited person to request an administrative hearing, and request an 
informal conference to review the citation. Specifies that the cited person 
must make the request for an informal conference in writing, within 30 days of 
the date of issuance of the citation. 

o Requires the Board’s executive officer or designee, within 60 days from 
receipt of the request, to hold an informal conference with the cited person. 

o Specifies that following the informal conference, the Board’s executive officer 
or designee may affirm, modify, or dismiss the citation, including any fine that 
is levied, order of abatement, or order of correction issued. The executive 
officer or their designee shall state in writing the reasons for the action and 
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transmit a copy of those findings to the cited person within 30 days after the 
informal conference. 

o Provides that if the citation is affirmed or modified following the informal 
conference, the respondent may make a request in writing to the executive 
officer within 30 days of the affirmed or modified citation, for a formal hearing. 
A cited person cannot request an informal conference for a citation that has 
been affirmed or modified following an informal conference. 

 Permits the Board to take enforcement action against an individual for making any 
statement, claim, or advertisement that the licensee or registrant is a veterinary 
specialist or board certified unless they are certified by an American Veterinary 
Medical--Association Recognized Veterinary Specialty Organization or for 
exercising, control over, interfering with, or attempting to influence the professional 
judgement of another California--licensed veterinarian or registered veterinary 
technician, as specified. 

 Revises and recasts various fees for licensure, registration and permits, as 
specified. 

 Adds the following exemptions to the practice of veterinary medicine for care to 
animals lawfully deposited with or impounded by a shelter: 

o Administering preventative or prophylactic nonprescription vaccinations to the 
animal pursuant to protocols written by a veterinarian, for preventing the 
spread of communicable diseases, when the person has received proper 
training in the administration of the nonprescription preventative or 
prophylactic vaccinations. 

o Administering nonprescription medications to the animal pursuant to protocols 
written by a veterinarian, for the control or eradication of internal or external 
parasites, when the person has received proper training in the administration 
of the nonprescription medication for the control or eradication of parasites. 

o Administering medication prescribed by a veterinarian to the animal when the 
shelter has received a written treatment plan from a veterinarian, when the 
shelter has a dispensing protocol in place for tracking dispensed prescribed 
medication, and when the person has received proper training in the 
administration of prescription medication. 

 Defines “proper training” for purposes of 20) above as completing a training 
curriculum provided by a veterinarian and includes, but is not limited to, four hours of 
training that includes an overview of intake procedures and preventative medicine, 
recognizing when an animal is required to be seen by a veterinarian, prescription 
and non-prescription medication, humane animal restraint techniques, vaccination 
injection methods, and procedures and documentation. 

 Requires a shelter providing care as specified in 20) above to report to the Board 
any adverse event resulting from the care provided, as specified. 
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 Requires, beginning January 1, 2023, registered veterinary technicians, veterinary 
assistants, and veterinary assistant controlled substance permit holders to wear a 
name tag identification in at least 18--point type in any area of the veterinary 
premises that is accessible to members of the public, which must include the name 
of the individual and if applicable the license, registration, or permit type and number 
issued by the VMB; and, authorizes a person to remove the name tag when working 
with animal patients. 

 Extends the operation of the Board and its authority to appoint an Executive Officer 
by four years, until January 1, 2026. 

 Makes numerous other technical, conforming and clarifying changes. 

Related Legislation:  AB 1532 (Assembly Business and Professions Committee, 2021) 
is the Board of Registered Nursing sunset vehicle. AB 1532 is pending in this 
committee. 

AB 1533 (Assembly Business and Professions Committee, 2021) is the Board of 
Pharmacy sunset vehicle. AB 1533 is pending in this committee. 

AB 1534 (Assembly Business and Professions Committee, 2021) is the Board of 
Optometry sunset vehicle. AB 1534 is pending in this committee. 

AB 1536 (Assembly Business and Professions Committee, 2021) is the Board 
Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians sunset vehicle. AB 1532 is pending in 
this committee. 

-- END -- 


