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ANIMAL WELFARE REGULATIONS, USDA Licensing requirements and exemptions for animal dealers and exhibitors 

Text prior to amendments by Final Rule, effective June 4, 2018: 
Thresholds for De Minimis Activity and Exemptions From Licensing 
Under the Animal Welfare Act compared to revised text as amended. 
Extensive language changes for exemptions (iii) and (vii) but no 
substantive changes for dog and cat fanciers as such. 

PART 2—REGULATIONS 
■ 3. The authority citation for part 2 continues to read as follows: 
Authority: 7 U.S.C. 2131–2159; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.7. 
■ 4. Section 2.1 is amended by revising paragraphs (a)(3)(iii), 
(a)(3)(vii), and (c)(2) to read as follows: 

Subpart A – Licensing  
§ 2.1 - Requirements and application.  
(a) (1) Any person operating or intending to operate as a dealer, 
exhibitor, or operator of an auction sale, except persons who are 
exempted from the licensing requirements under paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section, must have a valid license. A person must be 18 years of 
age or older to obtain a license. A person seeking a license shall apply 
on a form which will be furnished by the AC Regional Director in the 
State in which that person operates or intends to operate. The 
applicant shall provide the information requested on the application 
form, including a valid mailing address through which the licensee or 
applicant can be reached at all times, and a valid premises address 
where animals, animal facilities, equipment, and records may be 
inspected for compliance. The applicant shall file the completed 
application form with the AC Regional Director.  
(2) If an applicant for a license or license renewal operates in more 
than one State, he or she shall apply in the State in which he or she 
has his or her principal place of business. All premises, facilities, or 
sites where such person operates or keeps animals shall be indicated 
on the application form or on a separate sheet attached to it. The 
completed application form, along with the application fee indicated 
in paragraph (c) of this section, and the annual license fee indicated in 
table 1 or 2 of § 2.6 shall be filed with the AC Regional Director.  
(3) The following persons are exempt from the licensing requirements 
under section 2 or section 3 of the Act:  
(i) Retail pet stores as defined in part 1 of this subchapter;  
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(ii) Any person who sells or negotiates the sale or purchase of any 
animal except wild or exotic animals, dogs, or cats, and who derives 
no more than $500 gross income from the sale of such animals during 
any calendar year and is not otherwise required to obtain a license;  
(iii) Any person who maintains a total of four or fewer breeding 
female dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals, such as 
hedgehogs, degus, spiny mice, prairie dogs, flying squirrels, and 
jerboas, and who sells, at wholesale, only the offspring of these dogs, 
cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals, which were born and 
raised on his or her premises, for pets or exhibition, and is not 
otherwise required to obtain a license. This exemption does not 
extend to any person residing in a household that collectively 
maintains a total of more than four breeding female dogs, cats, 
and/or small exotic or wild mammals, regardless of ownership, nor to 
any person maintaining breeding female dogs, cats, and/or small 
exotic or wild mammals on premises on which more than four 
breeding female dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals are 
maintained, nor to any person acting in concert with others where 
they collectively maintain a total of more than four breeding female 
dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals regardless of 
ownership;  
(iv) Any person who sells fewer than 25 dogs and/or cats per year, 
which were born and raised on his or her premises, for research, 
teaching, or testing purposes or to any research facility and is not 
otherwise required to obtain a license. This exemption does not 
extend to any person residing in a household that collectively sells 25 
or more dogs and/or cats, regardless of ownership, nor to any person 
acting in concert with others where they collectively sell 25 or more 
dogs and/or cats, regardless of ownership. The sale of any dog or cat 
not born and raised on the premises for research purposes requires a 
license;  
(v) Any person who arranges for transportation or transports animals 
solely for the purpose of breeding, exhibiting in purebred shows, 
boarding (not in association with commercial transportation), 

 

NOTE: APHIS now calls this the “hobby dealer.” 
 
 

(iii) Any person who maintains a total of four or fewer breeding 

female pet animals as defined in part 1 of this subchapter, small 

exotic or wild mammals (such as hedgehogs, degus, spiny mice, 

prairie dogs, flying squirrels, jerboas, domesticated ferrets, 

chinchillas, and gerbils), and/or domesticated farm-type animals 

(such as cows, goats, pigs, sheep, llamas, and alpacas) and sells 

only the offspring of these animals, which were born and raised 

on his or her premises, for pets or exhibition, and is not 

otherwise required to obtain a license. This exemption does not 

extend to any person residing in a household that collectively 

maintains a total of more than four of these breeding female 

animals, regardless of ownership, or to any person maintaining 

such breeding female animals on premises on which more than 

four of these breeding female animals are maintained, or to any 

person acting in concert with others where they collectively 

maintain a total of more than four of these breeding female 

animals, regardless of ownership; 
 
 
 

NOTE: as defined in part 1:  
Pet animal means any animal that has commonly been 
kept as a pet in family households in the United States, 
such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, and hamsters. 
This term excludes exotic animals and wild animals 
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grooming, or medical treatment, and is not otherwise required to 
obtain a license;  
(vi) Any person who buys, sells, transports, or negotiates the sale, 
purchase, or transportation of any animals used only for the purposes 
of food or fiber (including fur);  
(vii) Any person including, but not limited to, purebred dog or cat 
fanciers, who maintains a total of four or fewer breeding female 
dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals, such as hedgehogs, 
degus, spiny mice, prairie dogs, flying squirrels, and jerboas, and who 
sells, at retail, only the offspring of these dogs, cats, and/or small 
exotic or wild mammals, which were born and raised on his or her 
premises, for pets or exhibition, and is not otherwise required to 
obtain a license. This exemption does not extend to any person 
residing in a household that collectively maintains a total of more 
than four breeding female dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild 
mammals, regardless of ownership, nor to any person maintaining 
breeding female dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or wild mammals on 
premises on which more than four breeding female dogs, cats, and/or 
small exotic or wild mammals are maintained, nor to any person 
acting in concert with others where they collectively maintain a total 
of more than four breeding female dogs, cats, and/or small exotic or 
wild mammals regardless of ownership;  
(viii) Any person who buys animals solely for his or her own use or 
enjoyment and does not sell or exhibit animals, or is not otherwise 
required to obtain a license;  
(b) No person shall have more than one license.  
(c) A license will be issued to any applicant, except as provided in §§ 
2.10 and 2.11, when:  
(1) The applicant has met the requirements of this section and §§ 2.2 
and 2.3; and  
(2) The applicant has paid the application fee of $10 and the annual 
license fee indicated in § 2.6 to the appropriate Animal Care regional 
office for an initial license, and, in the case of a license renewal, the 
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(vii) Any person who maintains a total of eight or fewer pet 

animals as defined in part 1 of this subchapter, small exotic or 

wild mammals (such as hedgehogs, degus, spiny mice, prairie 

dogs, flying squirrels, jerboas, domesticated ferrets, chinchillas, 

and gerbils), and/or domesticated farm-type animals (such as 

cows, goats, pigs, sheep, llamas, and alpacas) for exhibition, and 

is not otherwise required to obtain a license. This exemption 

does not extend to any person acting in concert with others 

where they collectively maintain a total of more than eight of 

these animals for exhibition, regardless of possession and/or  

ownership;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) * * * 

 

(2) The applicant has paid the application fee of $10 and the 

annual license fee indicated in § 2.6 to the appropriate Animal 

Care regional office for an initial license. 
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annual license fee has been received by the appropriate Animal Care 
regional office on or before the expiration date of the license.  
(d)(1) A licensee who wishes a renewal must submit to the 
appropriate Animal Care regional office a completed application form 
and the annual license fee indicated in § 2.6 by certified check, 
cashier’s check, personal check, money order, or credit card. The 
application form and the annual license fee must be received by the 
appropriate Animal Care regional office on or before the expiration 
date of the license. An applicant whose check is returned by the bank 
will be charged a fee of $20 for each returned check. A returned 
check will be deemed nonpayment of fee and will result in the denial 
of the license. If an applicant’s check is returned, subsequent fees 
must be paid by certified check, cashier’s check, or money order.  
(2) A license fee indicated in § 2.6 must also be paid if an applicant is 
applying for a changed class of license. The applicant may pay the fee 
by certified check, cashier’s check, personal check, money order, or 
credit card. An applicant whose check is returned by a bank will be 
charged a fee of $20 for each returned check. If an applicant’s check 
is returned, subsequent fees must be paid by certified check, 
cashier’s check, or money order.  
(e) The failure of any person to comply with any provision of the Act, 
or any of the provisions of the regulations or standards in this 
subchapter, shall constitute grounds for denial of a license; or for its 
suspension or revocation by the Secretary, as provided in the Act.  
 

 


